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The Cleveland Museum of Art Announces Masterpieces of 
European Painting on View at The Frick Collection 


Treasures from CMA’s permanent collection On View Beginning November 8, 2006 


CLEVELAND (September 22, 2006) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) today announced the historic 
debut of Masterpieces of European Painting from The Cleveland Museum of Art, on view Nov. 8, 2006, 
through Jan. 28, 2007, at The Frick Collection in New York. The exhibition comprises a selection of 
masterworks from CMA’s European holdings and is the first CMA permanent collection exhibition to be on view 
at The Frick Collection. 

“The Cleveland Museum of Art is delighted to collaborate with The Frick Collection in New York on this 
project,” said CMA Director Timothy Rub. “With our renovation and expansion now underway, CMA has been 
able to organize an ambitious set of tours of its permanent collection that will foster a greater appreciation of the 
extraordinary scope and quality of our holdings throughout the world. This exhibition, which will be seen only at 
The Frick, will enable New Yorkers and visitors to the city to see our finest Old Master paintings in a unique 
setting.” 

Adds Frick Director Anne L. Poulet, “The holdings of The Cleveland Museum of Art are remarkable 
and renowned for their depth and quality, and we are pleased to offer a selection of them at the Frick this fall, 
a gathering that we feel beautifully complements our own collection. The project continues our tradition of 
presenting extraordinary paintings from American collections that may be less well known to New York 
audiences. It also affords us a fresh and always-welcome opportunity to consider the collecting impulses 
shared by our industrialist founder and contemporaries in other communities, the results of which will be 
addressed in the accompanying publication.” 

The exhibition in New York is organized by Colin B. Bailey, Chief Curator of The Frick Collection, with 
the assistance of Margaret Iacono, Frick Assistant Curator, in collaboration with The Cleveland Museum of Art. 

Masterpieces of European Painting from The Cleveland Museum of Art features 14 CMA European 


masterworks, including: Filippo Lippi’s (Italian, c. 1406-1469) The Archangel Michael and St. Anthony Abbot 
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(1458); Andrea del Sarto’s (Italian, 1486-1530) The Sacrifice of Isaac (c. 1527); Annibale Carracci’s (Italian, c. 
1560-1609) Boy Drinking (1582-1583); El Greco’s (Spanish, 1541-1614) The Holy Family with Mary Magdelen (c. 
1590-1595); Caravaggio’s (Italian, 1573-1610) The Crucifixion of Saint Andrew (1609-1610); Valentin de 
Boulogne’s (French, 1594-1632) Samson (c. 1630); Diego de Velazquez’s (Spanish, 1599-1660) The Jester 
Calabazas (c. 1631-1632); Frans Hals’ (Dutch, c. 1581-1666) Tieleman Roosterman (1634); Francisco de 
Zurbaran’s (Spanish, 1598-1664) Christ and the Virgin in the House at Nazareth (c. 1635-1640); Georges de La 
Tour’s (French, 1593-1652) St. Peter Repentant (1645); and Nicolas Poussin’s (French, 1594-1665) The Holy 
Family on the Steps (1648); Jacques Louis David’s (French, 1748-1825) Cupid and Psyche (1817); and Joseph 
Mallord William Turner’s (British, 1775-1851) The Burning of the Houses of Lords and Commons, 16 October 
1834 (1835). 

The exhibition is accompanied by a scholarly catalogue, written by various members of the Frick’s 
curatorial and library staff. In addition to entries on each work, the book includes notes and an extensive 
bibliography. Assistant Curator, Margaret Iacono has contributed a 5,000-word essay that documents the 
development of The Cleveland Museum of Art and its founding patrons, prominent leaders of the community, who 
had occasional correspondence with Henry Clay Frick. Collecting and exhibiting art for the education of the 
general public was a popular cause among the wealthy and educated American elite in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. An original piece of research that involved in-depth archival investigation, the essay describes 
the personalities and collecting habits of the Cleveland Museum’s most prominent donors during this period, as 
well as Henry Clay Frick’s communication with the museum in 1916, both previously unpublished areas in the 
history of collecting at each museum. Approximately 72 pages in length, it contains about 40 full-color 
illustrations. The publication (hardcover, $25.95 and softcover, $14.95) will be available in the Museum Shop of 
the Frick, on the institution’s Web site (www.frick.org) and by phone (212) 288-0700. 

Masterpieces of European Painting from The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of six traveling 
exhibitions from The Cleveland Museum of Art scheduled for presentation at more than a dozen venues over the 
next four years. Drawn from all areas of The Cleveland Museum of Art’s encyclopedic collection, these special 
exhibitions focus on specific strengths within the museum’s holdings, such as: European paintings of the Baroque 
and Romantic periods; Impressionist and modern European art; American photography; medieval art; Chinese 
paintings; and Japanese art. 


The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 


About The Frick Collection and Frick Art Reference Library 

Henry Clay Frick (1849-1919), the coke and steel industrialist, philanthropist, and art collector, left his New York 
residence and his remarkable collection of Western paintings, sculpture, and decorative arts to the public “for the 
purpose of establishing and maintaining a gallery of art, [and] of encouraging and developing the study of fine arts 
and of advancing the general knowledge of kindred subjects.” Designed and built for Mr. Frick in 1913 and 1914 


by Thomas Hastings of Carrére and Hastings, the mansion provides a grand domestic setting reminiscent of the 
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noble houses of Europe for the masterworks from the Renaissance through the nineteenth century that it contains. 
Of special note are paintings by Bellini, Constable, Corot, Fragonard, Gainsborough, Goya, El Greco, Holbein, 
Ingres, Manet, Monet, Rembrandt, Renoir, Titian, Turner, Velazquez, Vermeer, Whistler, and other masters. Mr. 
Frick’s superb examples of French eighteenth-century furniture, Italian Renaissance bronzes, and Limoges enamels 
bring a special ambiance to the galleries, while the interior and exterior gardens and the amenities created since the 
founder’s time in the 1930s and 1970s contribute to the serenity of the visitor’s experience. Renowned for its 
small, focused exhibitions and for its highly regarded concert series and lectures, The Frick Collection also operates 
the Frick Art Reference Library, founded by Henry Clay Frick’s daughter, Helen Clay Frick, located in an adjoining 
building at 10 East 71st Street. Both a research library and a photo archive, the Frick Art Reference Library is one 
of the world’s great repositories of documents for the study of Western art. It has served the international art world 


for more than seventy-five years. 


The Cleveland Museum of Art’s Building and Expansion Project 

The new Museum, designed by the acclaimed architect Rafael Vifioly, will increase the Museum’s size by nearly 
200,000 square feet and will create an architectural setting on par with The Cleveland Museum of Art’s 
extraordinary collection of objects spanning 6,000 years. The two phases of construction are scheduled for 
completion in 2008 and 2011, respectively. The first phase of the project will result in the renovation of the 
Museum’s architecturally renowned 1971 Marcel Breuer Building and its landmark 1916 Beaux Arts Building, as 
well as the construction of a new East Wing by 2008. The second phase includes a central piazza and a new West 


Wing. For additional information on the project, visit http://www.clevelandart.org/educef/cmabuilds/html/. 





During construction, the Museum will continue to provide on- and off-site world-class arts and art 
education experiences to visitors. This fall, as the traveling exhibitions continue, the Museum will present a major 
on-site exhibition developed in partnership with The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City entitled 
Barcelona & Modernity: Picasso, Gaudi, Mir6, Dali. On view in Cleveland from Sunday, Oct. 15, 2006, through 
Sunday, Jan. 7, 2007, this exhibition will be the first in North America to explore the remarkable 71-year period 
(1868-1939) when Barcelona, the capital of Catalonia, transformed itself from a city of provincial culture into one 
of the most dynamic centers of modernist art and architecture in Europe. The exhibition Monet in Normandy will 
be on view Sunday, Feb. 18, 2007, through Sunday, May 20, 2007, followed by the reopening of select galleries in 
the 1916 Building in 2007. Modern Masters: Impressionism and Beyond, the first CMA permanent collection 
exhibition to go on tour as a part of the traveling exhibitions series, will make its US debut at The Cleveland 
Museum of Art in fall 2007. The Museum’s new East Wing, housing its new, larger temporary exhibitions space, 


will open in spring 2008 with the exhibition, Artistic Luxury: Fabergé, Tiffany, Lalique. 
About The Cleveland Museum of Art’s Permanent Collection 


The permanent collection of The Cleveland Museum of Art demonstrates a broad range of human creativity 


spanning world cultures and history. The collection has grown significantly since the Museum's founding in 1916 
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and continues to grow as the Museum acquires new objects. Holdings of Western art begin with ancient Near East, 
Egypt, Rome and Greece, and progress through Medieval and Renaissance Europe, 18th- and 19th-century 

European and American art, Impressionism, and Modernism, concluding with works from our time. The Museum's 
distinguished collection of Asian art includes works from China, Japan, Korea, India, the Himalayas and Southeast 


Asia. The Museum also holds smaller collections of art of the ancient Americas and African Art. 


About The Cleveland Museum of Art 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent collection is 
world renowned for its quality and scope, spanning 6,000 years of human achievement in the arts. The Museum is 
a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art education. For more information on the 


Museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, please call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 





www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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